Minutes of the 2021 District of Powers Lake Annual Meeting, August 6, 2021
Randall Town Hall, Bassett, WI 53105
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Neal Kuhn led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Neal Kuhn, Bob Stoll, Dave Anstett, Jim Michels, Ken Vesely, Judy Jooss and Lou Manfredini were present. 
Neal informed attendees that at this meeting they are part of the board and have a vote. 
Introductions: Speaker – USGS Water Quality Testing
Our speaker was Bridgett Manteufel, a Hydrologist from the U.S. Geological Survey, Upper Midwest Water Science Center.

What are we monitoring? The program we are in measures nutrients, algae, clarity, dissolved oxygen, specific conductance and pH 5 times per year{spring turnover, summer and fall turnover}. One of the benefits in participating in this program on Powers Lake is that we have a long term data set. We can see what is going on over decades i.e. wet years vs. dry years. This overview can indicate if better or bad conditions are developing and if that needs to be examined further. This long term data set is the key for seeing if what we are doing is helping the lake. An example might be that in a very wet year there would in increased runoff producing increase phosphorous which would increase the nutrient load.
 
Nutrients produce algae blooms while the clarity indicates how much algae is growing.
Total phosphorus is a measure of the amount of nutrients in the lake which is the source of the algae problem. We are in the range of greater than .05 mg per liter and that is consistent in our long term data that has been collected. Total phosphorus amounts also relate to the chlorophyll levels and can indicate a balanced system.
Chlorophyll is a measure of the amount of algae in the lake.  Lower temperatures in the spring have lower values. A moderate amount of chlorophyll is healthy and adds to the ecosystem balance. 
Clarity is measured by use of a secchi disc and is also an indication of how much algae is growing. It measures how far down you can see in the water and you will have more clarity in the spring readings. Measurements are taken at the deep hole/shady side of the boat so there is no glare from the sun.
Sampling is done in the spring when the water column is mixed so the temperature is the same top and bottom. Summer clime sampling is done when the temperature and conditions are gradual showing the dissolved oxygen.
Dissolved oxygen decreases as summer goes on. At the bottom of the lake nutrients degrade and take up oxygen therefore not a lot of fish in the bottom regions.
Readings vary so there is no actual answer to “what should the reading be”, Lakes vary in depth, number of inlets and outlets, amount of seepage and location in the state.  Powers Lake has been consistent and has no red flag indicators in this large data set and indicates the stability of the lake.
The 3 types of lakes are oligotropic, mesotrophic and eutrophic. Powers Lake is classified as mesotrophic with a moderate nutrient content, increased productivity, an occasional algal bloom, a good fishery with a nice variety and some weed growth around the edges. USGS uses the total phosphorous, total chlorophyll and secchi data to indicate which type a lake is. Our data shows no sign of drastic change or activity. The consistency of our readings from 1986 to the present indicate that Powers Lake is in good shape for a lake in this part of the state. There are only a handful of lakes in the state with data sets this long. USGS wishes they had a data set like this for all the lakes.
Factors that could affect a lake negatively would include: changes in development, lawn treatments, questionable activity upstream or agricultural changes. Attention should be paid to any of these factors but the fact that Powers Lake has been maintaining for so long it would take a huge/abrupt change to cause any problems. 
Neal requested additional data comparisons from Bridgett.

Approval of the Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting:
 Judy made a motion to accept the amended minutes.  Ken seconded. Motion carried.

Chairperson’s Report:
The board would like to thank the volunteers: Nancy, Judy, Mark and Bob Stoll for his help.
Mark continues to do the weekly water testing in the summer months and takes them to a lab. Then he sends in results to be posted on westofthei.com Mark is a huge help to the board.
We want to thank Nancy Crabtree who is our auditor and helps us keep an eye on our books.
Water Treatment/ Aquatic Invasive Species {AIS}:
Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly Leaf Pondweed are down to 3 ½ - 5 acres. The invasives will never be eradicated but we have come a long way from the 79 plus acres we once had. We will continue with this successful initiative to control the invasives. The post treatment survey will once again be done this fall to create a map to indicate success and areas that will need treatment next year.
New signage is now present at both launches to reinforce the efforts to encourage cleaning of boats and trailers going in and out of the lake. This signage was done in cooperation with the Randall Town Board. Thanks to Bob Stoll for helping with this collaboration between the town and the district. Phase I had to do with invasives, Clean Boats/Clean Waters and Common Sense rules. Hopefully, increased awareness to being a good boater and good steward of the lake will include that what you bring in you take out regarding trash removal efforts.
Phase II will be update larger signs with ordinances and emergency phone numbers in the next few weeks. It has been a collaborative effort and the board is grateful for the town support.
Lake Levels: Low water levels are shown on the graph on the website. The outlet reading today is with the .4 inches of rain we just received. Water at the outlet was flowing into the lake. If you are boating, please trim your motors in shallow waters. If you are in a wakeboard boat, do not fill your ballast tank and do not go into Jefferson Bay. Stay in deeper waters.
Website: Thanks to Ken for helping before and after you joined the board

Neal once again reminded attendees that they are members of the board at this Annual Meeting and can vote.

Treasurer’s Report and Financial Audit: 
Checking account = $17,989.84
Wetland Funds = $90,617.00
Neal made a motion to accept the report and Lou seconded. Motion carried.

Other new business:
Dave indicated that the fish hatchery will be able to bring us 1,500-2,500 small mouth bass or what they can give us. The remainder will be walleye. The Sportsmen’s Club will again donate $1,000 to this project so we will have $6,000 for stocking. We alternate stocking varieties with the DNR.



Budget Hearing – public input
Neal wanted a discussion on the frequency of having theUSGS study done: yearly, 2 yr,/3 yr./ 4 yr. cycle. An extended discussion ensued and Neal queried the attendees as to their opinions. The vote was taken as to whether to pause the program for 2022 and reinstate in 2023 and it passed 5 to 4.

Presentation and Approval of the proposed 2022 budget:
Neal made a motion to approve the 2022 Annual Budget of $24,950 & Capital Fund allotment of $10,000 and the 2022 tax levy as outlined, Dave seconded. Motion passed. Tax levy will be $34,950.00

Set 2022 Annual Meeting Date:
Neal made a motion to schedule the next annual meeting for Friday, August 5, 2022 at 7 p.m. Lou seconded. Motion carried.

Nomination and election of candidates for commissioner:
Neal nominated Lou and Ken for commissioner. Jim called for other nominations. No other persons were interested in running. Neal made a motion to elect Lou and Ken as commissioners for 3 years by acclamation. Motion seconded by Dave.  Motion carried.

General Question and Answer Time:
Nancy Crabtree felt that more buoys were needed at the western point near the outlet.

Adjourn:
 Neal made a motion to adjourn, Ken seconded. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
	
























